
Cheapskate Tech

Glen Maxson

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Temple University

Fall 2020 – Session 1 of 6

seniortechadvisor.com

http://seniortechadvisor.com/


Who Am I?

Glen Maxson
glenmaxson@gmail.com, 267-866-7827
http://www.seniortechadvisor.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/glen-maxson-ba66142/

mailto:glenmaxson@gmail.com
http://www.seniortechadvisor.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/glen-maxson-ba66142/


Why Are We Here?

• Assumptions: 
• You’re interesting in how technology can benefit you

• Maybe you’re thinking about ‘investing’ in some new devices

• And who doesn’t like to save a little $$ in the process?

My motto: 

Save a little today so you can buy another gadget (on sale) tomorrow



My most recent ‘investment’ $50 + tax

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B086PMLZP9/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&th=1


And the one before that $25 + tax & shipping

https://wyze.com/wyzeband.html


What We’ll Cover in 6 Weeks

• Overview, plus Shopping tips

• Devices and Apps

• Internet of Things

• Chromebooks

• Linux…



Who is Rick Broida?

• Rick Broida IS The Cheapskate

• And another noteworthy title by Rick

thecheapskaterules@gmail.com

2013

https://www.cnet.com/cheapskate/
https://www.amazon.com/Cheapskate-Rules-Easy-Money-Saving-Secrets-ebook/dp/B00FO8ZZYO/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&qid=1602269535&refinements=p_27%3ARick+Broida&s=digital-text&sr=1-1&text=Rick+Broida




Don’t Believe Everything You See

Nope, no deal here

Then an hour later



Last year WalMart
advertised this deal
Not only was there no watch 
available at this price, but each 
time I checked (from 1 minute 
after the sale started) the price 
kept increasing. Bait and switch!

And I’m Still Not Happy About This One



Amazon Prime Day – starts* tomorrow (Oct. 13)

• About two-thirds of consumers indicate they plan to shop on Amazon 
Prime Day, more than either Black Friday or Cyber Monday.

• Experts predict that Amazon Prime Day — not Black Friday — will 
serve as the early kickoff for the 2020 holiday shopping season this 
year, generating as much as $10 billion in total sales during the 
October event.

*As usual, there are deals to be had well before the official start date of the 13th



Black Friday Shopping – Pandemic Style

• Walmart is "promising an all-new Black Friday 
experience" and says it "will spread traditional 
Black Friday savings throughout the season" with 
more deals available online.

• Target announced its Deal Days shopping event 
will start on Oct. 13 and will last through Oct. 14

• Best Buy said Thursday it will offer dozens of 
“Black Friday” deals on Tuesday and Wednesday 
during the Amazon Prime Day event and Target’s 
Deal Days.

https://corporate.target.com/press/releases/2020/09/target-kicks-off-holiday-savings-early-with-larges


‘The Cheapskate Rules’ Contents



1) Getting discounts (on everything)

• Discover cashback sites:
• Ebates (now Rakuten)

• Fatwallet (out of business)

• TopCashBack*

• How it works:
*Ready to buy something? Search for the store you want to shop with using our search bar, or 
by browsing our categories or offers below. Then just click through and shop online as normal! 

https://www.rakuten.com/
https://www.fatwallet.com/
https://www.topcashback.com/


2) Accept credit cards

• Intuit GoPayment

• PayPal Here

• Square Register*

• How it works:

*Square’s transaction fee: 2.6% + 10¢ of the total 
transaction amount for any of the following 
payment types:
•Swiped Magstripe Cards
•Swiped or Inserted Chip Cards
•Contactless (NFC) Payments
•Prepaid Gift Cards
•Point-of-Sale API Swiped or Inserted Payments
•Swiped Virtual Terminal Payments

https://quickbooks.intuit.com/payments/
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/mpp/credit-card-reader
https://squareup.com/us/en
https://squareup.com/help/article/5174
https://squareup.com/help/article/5413
https://squareup.com/help/article/5672
https://squareup.com/help/article/5085
https://docs.connect.squareup.com/articles/register-api-overview/
https://squareup.com/help/article/5807


3a) Make your old PC run like new 

• Step 1: Back up everything (which you should be doing anyway)
• Make a list of everything on the PC that’s important to you

• Get an external hard-drive then copy everything on your list to it

For Windows 10 users -

• Step 2: ‘Reset or Refresh’ Windows (this can get complicated!)
• Instructions Here: Reset or reinstall Windows 10

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/4026528/windows-10-reset-or-reinstall


3b) Make your old PC (almost) run like new 

• Add memory and an SSD*
• Determine what type and how much memory you have installed

• How to find how much RAM is installed on a computer
• How to find the right memory for your system

• Dell Latitude E5400 example

• Installing Computer Memory
• And there’s always a YouTube video to show you how it’s done
• Ex. Dell Latitude E5400 Keyboard, RAM and Hard drive replacement

• Replace your ‘spinning’ hard drive with a solid state drive (SSD)

https://www.computerhope.com/issues/ch000149.htm
https://www.crucial.com/usa/en/store-crucial-advisor-trust
https://www.ifixit.com/Wiki/Installing_Computer_Memory
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKiMy9g8mgA


4) Free virus and malware software

• Know how your router firewall works

• Use Window’s built-firewall

• Use Gmail (AOL, Xfinity, Yahoo and Outlook.com work well too)

• Use Chrome or Firefox, and an ad-ware blocker (AdBlock Plus)

• Use the WOT (Web of Trust) plug-in to improve ‘safe browsing’

• Enable Window’s free virus program Windows Defender

• Don’t forget to use good old-fashioned common sense when browsing, 
installing programs or opening e-mails!

• And if that’s not good enough, install and run Malwarebytes if you think 
there’s malware on your PC (also free)

https://adblockplus.org/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/wot-web-of-trust-website/bhmmomiinigofkjcapegjjndpbikblnp?hl=en
https://www.malwarebytes.com/


Windows Defender Security Center (example)



5) Free remote access to another PC

• The best known ‘free’ remote access programs
• Join.Me
• TeamViewer (favorite remote access tool for scammers)

• My current favorite:
• Chrome Remote Desktop
• Instructions to Access another computer with Chrome Remote Desktop

• But you can even use Zoom for remote access (instructions)

Set up remote access to your computer
You can set up remote access to your Mac, Windows, or Linux computer.

1.On your computer, open Chrome.
2.In the address bar, type remotedesktop.google.com/access.

3.Under “Set up Remote Access,” click Download .

4.Follow the onscreen directions to download and install Chrome Remote Desktop.

https://www.join.me/
https://www.teamviewer.com/en-us/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/chrome-remote-desktop/gbchcmhmhahfdphkhkmpfmihenigjmpp
https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/1649523?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
https://zoom.us/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362673-Requesting-or-giving-remote-control


6) Free Microsoft Office replacement

• Not free – Office 365 Home 

• Free – Office online at outlook.com

• Top free office suites:
• LibreOffice 7.0.2

• Apache OpenOffice 4.1.7

• WPS Office 

• FreeOffice

https://products.office.com/en-us/compare-all-microsoft-office-products-b?&ef_id=Cj0KCQjwl8XtBRDAARIsAKfwtxBaFC6iwQon3KrHa4naxuBqToAebcQAclhqckV6PJzoOy-MfVfXNRoaAileEALw_wcB:G:s&OCID=AID2000136_SEM_8oGMG9LA&MarinID=s8oGMG9LA|340719626594|get%20office%20365|e|c||57207469844|aud-312771920589:kwd-300182353323&lnkd=Google_O365SMB_NI&gclid=Cj0KCQjwl8XtBRDAARIsAKfwtxBaFC6iwQon3KrHa4naxuBqToAebcQAclhqckV6PJzoOy-MfVfXNRoaAileEALw_wcB&activetab=tab:primaryr1
https://www.office.com/launch/word?auth=1
https://www.libreoffice.org/download/download/
https://www.openoffice.org/download/
https://pc.wps.com/
https://www.freeoffice.com/en/


7a) Save money on Apple products (really?)

• Sign up for a United credit card, get 40k points, buy an iPad with points, 
cancel card – works, but definitely not recommended!

• Better: buy ‘refurbished’! Just do it – you’ll thank me…
• Apple ‘refurbished’ products are always ‘good as new’ & include full warranty

• You’ll need to order on-line, not at your favorite Apple store

• Check out the deals here: (https://store.apple.com/us/browse/home/specialdeals)

• And do you really NEED the latest model? Buy a model a couple years old 
and save hundreds!

A word about Apple’s planned obsolescence practices
“Apple wants you on a 1- to 2-year purchase cycle for iPods, and a 2- to 3-year purchase cycle for laptops.”

https://store.apple.com/us/browse/home/specialdeals


7b) Save money on PC products too

• My favorite refurbished PC shop

https://www.pcliquidations.com/


8a) Record broadcast TV on your PC (for free)

• Free TV and DVR
• Winegard FlatWave Amped Amplified Digital Indoor HD TV Antenna - 50 Mile 

Long Range (Renewed) - $28 (not free)

• Hauppauge WinTV-DualHD Dual USB 2.0 HD TV Tuner for Windows - $67 (also 
not free

• Hauppauge WinTV v8.5 – activation code provided with WinTV-DualHD (above)

+ =

https://www.amazon.com/Winegard-FlatWave-Amplified-Digital-Antenna/dp/B06VVP9CK8/ref=sr_1_6?keywords=winegard+hd+antenna&qid=1568134091&s=gateway&sr=8-6
https://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/B015IL0FIW/ref=dp_olp_all_mbc?ie=UTF8&condition=all
http://www.hauppauge.co.uk/site/webstore/webstore_wintv8cd.html
https://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/B015IL0FIW/ref=dp_olp_all_mbc?ie=UTF8&condition=all


8b) Broadcast TV & DVR options (not free)

• Assumes you already have Internet access & good download speeds

• Best live TV streaming services for cord cutters
• Sling TV ($30/month): Best budget live TV streaming service

• YouTube TV ($65 – incl. 6 accounts): Best premium live TV streaming service

• But my favorite: Hulu With Live TV (starts at $40/mth)

• Also ran: Don’t care about live TV?:
• AT&T TV Now Netflix

• PlayStation Vue Amazon Prime Video

• CBS All Access Vudu/Movies Anywhere

• Fubo TV Roku Channel

• Disney + Apple TV Plus 

https://www.cnet.com/news/best-tv-streaming-service-for-cord-cutters-hulu-youtube-tv-sling-tv-fubo-tv-compared/
https://redirect.viglink.com/?key=4f9aabd355fb32289803410c24d4d8e3&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.anrdoezrs.net%2Flinks%2F3586864%2Ftype%2Fdlg%2Fsid%2Fcnetlivestreaming%7Cxid%3Afr1568135001711hia%2Fhttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.sling.com%2F&opt=false&cuid=xid:fr1568135001711hia
https://redirect.viglink.com/?key=4f9aabd355fb32289803410c24d4d8e3&u=https%3A%2F%2Ftv.youtube.com%2Fwelcome%2F&opt=false&cuid=xid:fr1568135001712ghd
https://www.cnet.com/products/hulu-with-live-tv/preview/
https://www.cnet.com/reviews/directv-now-review/
https://www.cnet.com/tags/netflix/
https://www.cnet.com/news/playstation-vue-review-live-tv-thats-not-just-for-gamers/
https://www.primevideo.com/
http://cbs-allaccess.7eer.net/c/159047/175360/3065?subId1=xid:fr1568135001712bja
https://www.cnet.com/news/movies-anywhere-everything-you-need-to-know-faq/
http://www.fubo.tv/welcome?irad=343747&irmp=159047
https://www.cnet.com/news/free-movies-and-tv-shows-on-roku-are-now-even-easier-to-find/
https://www.disneyplus.com/home
https://www.apple.com/apple-tv-plus/


Big 5
Streaming
Services
Compared

https://www.pcmag.com/picks/the-best-video-streaming-services?test_uuid=01jrZgWNXhmA3ocG7ZHXevj&test_variant=b


9) Recover a lost/stolen PC for free

• Enable “Find My Device” in Windows 10
• To enable the device-tracking, open the Start menu or Start screen and select Settings.
• Navigate to Update & security > Find My Device in the Settings app to find this feature.
• You’ll need to be using a Microsoft account to enable this. You’ll log into that Microsoft 

account from a web browser to track the device if you ever lose it.

• How to Track, Disable, and Wipe a Lost iPhone, iPad, or Mac
• Apple’s “Find My” services are integrated into iPhones, iPads, and even their Mac computers.

• How to Find Your Lost or Stolen Android Phone
• Android’s built-in Android Device Manager allows you to track, lock, and wipe lost Android 

phones and tablets. You must enable this feature on each Android device you own by 
launching the Google Settings app, tapping Android Device Manager, and activating it.

• How to Setup Your Laptop with Tracking Software in Case You Ever Lose It
• LockitTight - Online Device Tracking
• Prey – Simplified endpoint management with automated security and anti-theft

https://www.howtogeek.com/235083/how-to-track-your-windows-10-pc-or-tablet-if-you-ever-lose-it/
https://www.howtogeek.com/192844/how-to-track-disable-and-wipe-a-lost-iphone-ipad-or-mac/
https://www.howtogeek.com/192844/how-to-track-disable-and-wipe-a-lost-iphone-ipad-or-mac/
https://www.howtogeek.com/170276/how-to-locate-your-lost-or-stolen-android-phone-and-wipe-if-necessary/
https://www.howtogeek.com/170276/how-to-locate-your-lost-or-stolen-android-phone-and-wipe-if-necessary/
https://www.howtogeek.com/167151/how-to-setup-your-laptop-with-tracking-software-in-case-you-ever-lose-it/
https://www.lockittight.com/
https://preyproject.com/


10) Save $$ on video games (for seniors)
Casual/Puzzle
•Aquaria
•A Virus Named Tom
•Bit.Trip Runner 2
•Bejeweled 3
•Cogs
•Crazy Machines 2
•Element4l
•English Country Tune
•Eets Munchies
•Fractal
•Hammerfight
•Little Inferno
•Night Sky
•Obulis
•Peggle
•Plants VS Zombies
•Pudding Panic
•Scribblenauts Unlimited
•Starseed Pilgrim
•Thomas Was Alone
•Windosil
•Zuma

Adventure/Puzzle
•Broken Sword
•Beat Buddy
•Dear Esther
•Gone Home
•Kentucky Route Zero
•Limbo
•Lume
•Papo & Yo
•Puzzle Bots
•Shelter
•Spirits
•The Swapper

Other
•Braid
•Closure
•VVVVVV
•Chains
•Faerie Solitaire
•Broken Sword
•Broken Age
•Feeding Frenzy
•Gone Home

http://store.steampowered.com/app/24420
http://store.steampowered.com/app/207650
http://store.steampowered.com/app/218060
http://store.steampowered.com/app/78000
http://store.steampowered.com/app/26500
http://store.steampowered.com/app/18400
http://store.steampowered.com/app/235820
http://store.steampowered.com/app/207570
http://store.steampowered.com/app/214550
http://store.steampowered.com/app/61310
http://store.steampowered.com/app/41100
http://store.steampowered.com/app/221260
http://store.steampowered.com/app/99700
http://store.steampowered.com/app/11330
http://store.steampowered.com/app/3480
http://store.steampowered.com/app/3590
http://store.steampowered.com/app/296650
http://store.steampowered.com/app/218680
http://store.steampowered.com/app/230980
http://store.steampowered.com/app/220780
http://store.steampowered.com/app/37600
http://store.steampowered.com/app/3620
http://store.steampowered.com/app/57640
http://store.steampowered.com/app/231040
http://store.steampowered.com/app/203810
http://store.steampowered.com/app/232430
http://store.steampowered.com/app/231200
http://store.steampowered.com/app/48000
http://store.steampowered.com/app/105100
http://store.steampowered.com/app/227080
http://store.steampowered.com/app/80300
http://store.steampowered.com/app/244710
http://store.steampowered.com/app/210170
http://store.steampowered.com/app/231160/
https://store.steampowered.com/app/26800
https://store.steampowered.com/app/72000
https://store.steampowered.com/app/70300
https://store.steampowered.com/app/11360
https://store.steampowered.com/app/38600
http://store.steampowered.com/app/57640
https://store.steampowered.com/app/232790
https://store.steampowered.com/app/3390
https://store.steampowered.com/app/232430
https://store.steampowered.com/app/232430
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Really?
Moving On…

http://store.steampowered.com/app/24420
http://store.steampowered.com/app/207650
http://store.steampowered.com/app/218060
http://store.steampowered.com/app/78000
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https://store.steampowered.com/app/232430


11) Never pay for music (or pay just a little)

• Free Streaming
• My favorite: Pandora (so why do I pay $110/year for Premium?)
• Grooveshark (sorry, they got sued out of existence)
• Spotify Now with ‘explicit content’ filters – yeah! (and the new Family Plan)
• There’s also Amazon, Apple, Google, YouTube, Hoopla, Napster, iHeart, TuneIn…
• Many streaming sites offer a download option to play offline

• Free Download (to own)
• iTunes Store (now DRM-free)
• Amazon MP3 Store
• Google Play Music, 7digital, eMusic, Napster, Bandcamp…

• And a word about DRM-free (and this)
• Maybe also a word about FLAC and ‘fingerprinting’

https://www.pandora.com/
https://www.theverge.com/2015/4/30/8526105/grooveshark-shuts-down-settles-with-labels
https://www.spotify.com/
https://www.spotify.com/us/family/?utm_source=us-en_brand_contextual_text&utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=alwayson_ucanz_us_performancemarketing_family_brand+contextual+text+exact+us-en+google&gclid=Cj0KCQjwjOrtBRCcARIsAEq4rW50T-Z2vN0ffKUUtsFS_T8jp4mCEf3EHv8u4M1QFEnFw3Qzn_r2mgUaArHcEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.cnet.com/how-to/how-to-get-amazons-99-cent-echo-dot-deal/
https://www.sidify.com/topic/best-streaming-music-service-for-downloading-songs-offline.html
https://www.apple.com/itunes/
https://www.amazon.com/MP3-Music-Download/b?ie=UTF8&node=163856011
https://play.google.com/music/listen?u=0#/home
https://us.7digital.com/
https://www.emusic.com/
https://us.napster.com/
https://bandcamp.com/
https://www.webopedia.com/TERM/D/DRM_Free.html
https://www.techhive.com/article/155512/online_music_drm.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FLAC
https://ai.googleblog.com/2018/09/googles-next-generation-music.html


So many choices!



12) Make money with your smartphone

• Getting paid to shop
• CheckPoints
• shopkick
• ibotta

• Getting paid to watch
• Jingit
• swagbucks (and their mobile app)
• viggle

• Getting paid to share
• Airbnb (rent a room)
• ParkingPanda (rent your driveway)
• And then there’s Foap (sell your photos)

https://www.checkpoints.com/
https://www.shopkick.com/
https://home.ibotta.com/
http://about.jingit.com/home/download-jingit-app/
https://www.swagbucks.com/
https://www.swagbucks.com/mobile
http://get.viggle.com/
https://www.airbnb.com/mobile
https://www.parkingpanda.com/
https://www.foap.com/


13) Find free books for your Kindle*

• Start with your local e-library for free books
• Libby, by (Rakuten) OverDrive- eBooks and audiobooks

• Hoopla – eBooks, music, movies & more

• cloudLibrary – eBooks and eAudiobooks

• eBook lending (eBookFling, BookLending.com, Lendle – all gone!)

• Google Play Store – ‘rent’ your eBooks and audiobooks

• What about BookBub, Open Culture, Gutenberg, and many more**
• eReaderIQ for free & discounted Kindle books (check out ‘today’s best deals’)

• BookShare for the learning/visually impaired

*Incl. Kindle device, Kindle app, Kindle Cloud Reader   **eReader Presigio app recommended for some eBook formats

https://buckslib.org/
https://meet.libbyapp.com/?utm_origin=lightning&utm_page_genre=toast_note&utm_list=meet_libby&utm_content=libby_sitemessage_05012018
https://www.overdrive.com/
https://www.hoopladigital.com/
https://ebook.yourcloudlibrary.com/library/buckslib/Featured
http://ebookconverter.blogspot.com/2013/02/goodbye-ebook-lending-sites.html
https://play.google.com/store/books
https://landing.bookbub.com/covers_ext_scrolling/?source=ga_free-ebooks_exact&gclid=CjwKCAjwtuLrBRAlEiwAPVcZBn50gx-Wd8xNog5a4IQpj4UJU1wharQzcgc1ORD2LiESUFuEABvKIxoCMgkQAvD_BwE
http://www.openculture.com/free_ebooks
https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.tckpublishing.com/websites-download-ebooks/
https://www.ereaderiq.com/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://www.amazon.ca/ap/signin?openid.assoc_handle=amzn_kweb_ca&openid.return_to=https%3A%2F%2Fread.amazon.ca%2F&openid.mode=checkid_setup&openid.ns=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0&openid.identity=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&openid.claimed_id=http%3A%2F%2Fspecs.openid.net%2Fauth%2F2.0%2Fidentifier_select&pageId=amzn_kcr
https://ereader-prestigio-book-reader.en.uptodown.com/android#:~:text=eReader%20Prestigio%20is%20an%20ebook,directly%20from%20the%20app%20itself.


And of course, a Kindle device

My favorite:

But don’t buy until tomorrow because these devices will most certainly be discounted



14) Get notified when prices drop

• Want to get the best deal?
• Honey – browser extension, searches for coupons and discounts 
• Better is camelcamelcamel, a free Amazon price tracker
• And 9 more from the ‘The 10 Best Deal-Tracking Sites’

• TechBargains
• Offers.com
• Slickdeals
• Ben's Bargains
• Newegg.com
• Woot
• Jet.com (acquired by Walmart in 2016)
• DealNews.com
• PriceGrabber

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/honey/bmnlcjabgnpnenekpadlanbbkooimhnj?hl=en-US
https://www.lifewire.com/honey-app-4171926
https://camelcamelcamel.com/
https://www.pcmag.com/news/the-10-best-deal-tracking-sites
https://www.techbargains.com/
https://www.offers.com/
https://slickdeals.net/
https://bensbargains.com/
https://www.newegg.com/
https://www.woot.com/
https://www.walmart.com/
https://www.dealnews.com/
http://www.pricegrabber.com/


15) Get free cloud storage (but why?)

• First, back your PC up with Carbonite, BackBlaze, iCloud or SoS

• Then use free cloud storage to backup important files, share 
photos/documents, stream stuff, & sync devices

• My favorites:
• Google Drive – 15gb free, then $1.99/mth for 100gb

• Microsoft OneDrive – 5gb free, then $1.99/ mth for 100gb

• iCloud – 5gb free, then $.99/ mth for 50gb

• Dropbox – 2gb free, then $9.99/ mth for 2tb

https://www.carbonite.com/backup-software/buy-carbonite-safe
https://www.backblaze.com/
https://www.icloud.com/
https://www.sosonlinebackup.com/
https://www.google.com/intl/en_in/drive/
https://onedrive.live.com/about/en-us/plans/?&OCID=AID2000136_SEM_0qerONip&MarinID=s0qerONip|350074553739|%2Bmicrosoft%20%2Bonedrive|b|c||57489137931|aud-312771920629:kwd-304516846311&lnkd=Google_O365SMB_App&gclid=CjwKCAjwtuLrBRAlEiwAPVcZBjEA7_U_9Qq-e-zJ43JVEKHabP777-BN0_ECFaskH7n1ahEP7YcJeBoCjisQAvD_BwE
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201058
https://www.dropbox.com/individual/plans-comparison


Cloud Storage & File Sharing Services (source)

https://www.pcmag.com/picks/the-best-cloud-storage-and-file-sharing-services?test_uuid=01jrZgWNXhmA3ocG7ZHXevj&test_variant=a


16) Turn web sites into free mobile magazines

• Get pocket – a free app/service that clips Web pages and turns them 
into perfectly formatted mobile reading material

Welcome to Pocket. You’re about to embark on a journey, one where the vast swaths of information 
you discover online become knowledge. Everywhere you go with Pocket, the words, sounds, and 
stories that delight, enlighten, and even shape you will be at your fingertips. And you’ll be able to 
consume and organize it all in whatever way works best for you…

• 16 Pocket Tips to Help You Read it Later – minus 12
• Add ‘Save to Pocket’ extension

• Use pocket to save content to ‘My List’, share with friends, stream to Alexa*
• Delete content when it’s no longer needed
• And maybe you want pocket to read to you? It does that too…

*Alexa uses the Pocket Cast ‘skill’ to link pocket with Alexa 

https://app.getpocket.com/
https://www.pcmag.com/feature/358482/16-pocket-tips-to-help-you-read-it-later
https://getpocket.com/chrome/


17) Organize your life with WorkFlowy

• Workflowy – a free, Web-based organizer that makes your brain 
neater, more orderly, and more productive

https://www.workflowy.com/


18) Take college courses for free (or cheap)

• My favorites aren’t free:
• Great Courses Plus - $10/mth*
• Udemy - $9.99/course**

• But there are MANY options that are:
• OERu
• EdX – free to learn, pay for certificate
• Saylor – Tuition-Free College Credit Courses
• Coursera – free to audit courses, but graded assignments and certificates cost
• Udemy – some free courses, but most cost something (usually not much)
• Harvard Open Courses – nothing free here
• Yale Open Courses – enroll in Yale’s free courses via the Coursera Web site
• UoPeople – receive an online degree program completely tuition-free
• Khan Academy – free, world-class education for anyone, anywhere (Sal’s TedTalk, and this)
• Academic Earth – not sure about this site, seems like a front-end to paid programs…

*Sign up for free trial, cancel, then wait – they’ll send you an offer you can’t refuse  **Wait for their sales

https://www.thegreatcoursesplus.com/so?utm_source=US_PaidSearch&utm_medium=PaidSearchBrandGoogle&utm_campaign=143189&mkwid=s_dc&pcrid=298357570500&pkw=great%20courses%20plus&pmt=e&c3apimn=298357570500&intent=&gclid=CjwKCAjwtuLrBRAlEiwAPVcZBoBjhAhzfxonnCkUCVZXbIG2EhBukHDufIrBmcXUvKEiUkki017mBBoCNlEQAvD_BwE
https://www.udemy.com/
https://oeru.org/courses/
https://www.edx.org/
http://www.saylor.org/
https://www.coursera.org/
https://www.udemy.com/
http://www.extension.harvard.edu/distance-education/online-course-offerings
http://oyc.yale.edu/
https://www.coursera.org/yale
https://www.uopeople.edu/
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDF84DMMx7w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kh60v5PxMk
https://academicearth.org/


Khan Academy



19a) Lower your monthly smartphone bill

No more smartphone contacts – ever!    The Best Cheap Cell Phone Plans (Under $40 per Month)

• T-Mobile - The best cheap cell phone plan you can get right now 
• Best Plan: 2GB | Monthly Rate: $15 | Parent Network: T-Mobile

• Metro by T-Mobile - The best discount carrier overall 
• Best Plan: 10GB | Monthly Rate: $40 | Parent Network: T-Mobile

• Republic Wireless - Most flexible cheap cell phone plans 
• Best Plan: 2GB | Monthly Rate: $25 | Parent Network: Sprint, T-Mobile

• Visible - The most data for $40 a month 
• Best Plan: Unlimited | Monthly Rate: $40 | Parent Network: Verizon

• Mint Mobile - The best rates if you buy in bulk 
• Best Plan: Unlimited data | Monthly Rate: $30 | Parent Network: T-Mobile

• Google Fi - Best cheap cell phone plans for globetrotters 
• Best Plan: 2GB | Monthly Rate: $40 | Parent Network: Sprint, T-Mobile, US Cellular

• Boost Mobile - A compelling alternative to Metro by T-Mobile 
• Best plan: 10GB | Monthly Rate: $35 | Parent Network: T-Mobile

• Consumer Cellular - Best cheap cell phone plans for seniors (AARP discount)
• Best Plan: 3GB | Monthly Rate: $30 | Parent Network: AT&T, T-Mobile

https://www.tomsguide.com/us/best-cheap-cell-phone-plans,review-4504.html
https://prepaid.t-mobile.com/prepaid-plans/connect
https://www.metrobyt-mobile.com/
https://republicwireless.com/
https://www.visible.com/plan?CMP=MarketingTactic-AFC_C_AC_1100l10026_PZ_2019_OTC_affiliate
https://www.mintmobile.com/plans/?clickid=wPS0YCxtyxyOWYbwUx0Mo38VUkE0HSVBoxVFUI0&irgwc=1&utm_source=impactradius&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=ir_mint&utm_content=221109_444520&tid=impactradius&subid=221109_444520
https://fi.google.com/about/
https://www.boostmobile.com/
https://www.consumercellular.com/shopping/choose/plan


19b) Lower your monthly land-line bill

• VoiP and Analog Telephone Adapters (ATAs) – what are these?
• My favorite ATAs (assumes you have a good Internet service provider)

• Current favorites: MagicJack and ObiHai

• Previous favorite: Ooma

• Not such a great deal: ZTE Wireless Home Phone Base

• Also consider WhatsApp Messenger for international calling

https://www.moneycrashers.com/home-phone-company-landline-alternatives-save/
https://www.magicjack.com/magicJackHOME.html
https://www.amazon.com/Obihai-OBi200-Adapter-Support-Service/dp/B07FCS1NGM/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=obihai&qid=1568909519&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ooma-Phone-System-Certified-Refurbished/dp/B011M6Q8SI/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=ooma+telo&qid=1568909444&s=gateway&sr=8-5
https://www.consumercellular.com/Products/882/Details
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WhatsApp


Tablets and Smartphones

• Operating Systems
• Two choices: Android or Apple (iOS)

Android vs. iOS - Differences That Matter

• Devices
• Some sites to help you choose:

Best Phones in 2020 – Toms Guide

Best Cheap Phones in 2020

Best Cheap Tablets for 2020

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Android_(operating_system)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IPhone
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwhK_5jgJBo
https://www.tomsguide.com/best-picks/best-phones
https://www.tomsguide.com/best-picks/best-cheap-phones
https://www.pcmag.com/picks/the-best-cheap-tablets?test_uuid=01jrZgWNXhmA3ocG7ZHXevj&test_variant=b


$599 to repair my iPhone! Really? (source)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkuAvC3zHEc&t=6s


20) Add Bluetooth to your stereo/soundbar

• What’s Bluetooth?
• a wireless technology for exchanging data between fixed and mobile devices 

over short distances (uses 2.400 to 2.485 GHz)

• My favorites:
• Soundbar: Vizio SB3651-E6 36" 5.1 Channel SmartCast ($200)

• Has Bluetooth and Chromecast* built in

• Google Chromecast Audio ($30)

• Amazon Echo Input ($20, not available)

• TP-Link NFC-Enabled Bluetooth 4.1 Receiver ($20)
• What’s NFC?

• Amazon Echo Auto ($50, sale $20)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07R54422M/ref=dp_cr_wdg_tit_rfb
https://store.google.com/us/config/chromecast
https://www.amazon.com/Echo-Input-Bring-Alexa-speaker/dp/B07BFRHZLB/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=echo+input&qid=1568910311&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00YPATOEE/ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_search_asin_title?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07V2PS7M6


21) Other free stuff from your local library

DIY Links & Downloads
•Test Your Broadband Speed
Scan for viruses, malware, spyware, and other system 
weaknesses.
•Download & Scan for Windows
•Download & Scan for Mac OS

Select a service to schedule an appointment.

How to Download or Stream Books, Music, and MoviesLearn

how to use cloudLibrary or Hoopla.

Guided Tour of a Library ResourceWe will walk you through one 

of our many resources such as JobNow for resume help or 

Lynda.com for learning new skills.

Live Help
Don’t worry about coming in to the library. Our skilled 
staff members can help with your personal devices and 
computers over the phone and with remote software.
If you are receiving an error message on cloudLibrary , 
Flipster, or Hoopla please fill out this 
form: buckslib.org/downloadsupport.
For 24/7 reference questions and research help, try Chat 
with a Librarian, Pennsylvania’s free statewide live chat 
reference service.

https://buckslib.org/livehelp/
http://www.speedtest.net/
http://anywhere.webrootcloudav.com/zerol/sysbbanalyzer.exe
http://anywhere.webrootcloudav.com/zerol/sysbbanalyzermac.dmg
https://buckscountyfreelibrary.fullslate.com/services/12?view=bare
https://buckscountyfreelibrary.fullslate.com/services/3494?view=bare
https://buckslib.org/downloadsupport/
https://powerlibrary.org/chat


21) Other free stuff from your local library
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21) Other free stuff from your local library

These resources are funded by Bucks County 
Free Library through the support of the 
Hamilton G. Disbrow Trust: Brainfuse
HelpNow and JobNow, Consumer Reports, 
Lynda.com, Morningstar, NewsBank, and The 
New York Times!



Plus: Home Security

• Not cheap: ADT ($43.57/mth – after setup – 3 yr. contract)

• Most Affordable Home Security Systems
• SimpliSafe – Most Affordable Home Security Overall

• Abode – Cheapest No Contract Home Security System

• Frontpoint – Best Cheap DIY Home Security

• Protect America – Best Rural Home Security

• Scout – Cheap Home Security System Equipment

• Brinks – Easiest to Setup

https://security.adt.com/s/d/secureyourhome/current-customers/
https://www.safehome.org/security-systems/best/affordable/
https://simplisafe.com/value?utm_source=SafeHome&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=test&utm_content=category
https://goabode.com/?rfsn=1492019.abddc&a=101566&c=108162&s1=.
https://www.frontpointsource.com/?sid=brand-fps&a=101566&c=108213&s1=.
https://www.protectamerica.com/
https://www.scoutalarm.com/
https://brinkshome.com/


Best Home Security Systems
puts SimpliSafe on top again!

https://www.security.org/home-security-systems/best/


Plus: Home Security

• And the winner is!

• I’m going with these guys when my ADT contract ends!!

The 8 Best Home Security Systems for Under $100 in 2019

With SimpliSafe, 
there's no monthly 
fees, installation 
costs, or contracts 
required. Their 
monitoring is very 
reasonable starting 
at only $15/month. If 
you have a change of 
heart, you can 
always cancel and 
self monitor for free.

https://simplisafe.com/value?utm_source=SafeHome&utm_medium=ppc&utm_campaign=test&utm_content=brand


Plus: Home Security

• A couple other options/devices to consider:
• Wyze Cam ($20) + Wyze Sense Starter Kit ($20)

• Ring Video Doorbell 2 ($140 refurbished)

+

https://www.wyze.com/wyze-cam/
https://www.wyze.com/product/wyze-sense/
https://www.amazon.com/Certified-Refurbished-Video-Doorbell-2/dp/B07GTHT6QP/ref=sr_1_5?crid=RDD6RD0EH4E&keywords=ring+doorbell&qid=1569010313&s=gateway&sprefix=ring%2Caps%2C171&sr=8-5

