
UFOs and Aliens
Day 1

Center for Learning in Retirement
Delaware Valley University

September 22, 2026
Glen Maxson

Presentation Link:
https://seniortechadvisor.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/00AlienUFO.pdf

https://seniortechadvisor.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/00AlienUFO.pdf
https://seniortechadvisor.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/00AlienUFO.pdf
https://seniortechadvisor.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/00AlienUFO.pdf


Format

Day 1 – UFOs and Aliens (today)
Day 2 – UAPs (September 29)
• Why we discuss these as separate topics?

• UFOs and Aliens – a human fascination for millennia
• 37% of Americans today believe at least some UFOs have been alien spacecraft 

visiting Earth from other planets or galaxies
• UAPs - removes past sensationalism and uses rigorous, data-driven 

frameworks

What about the 65% of Americans that believe intelligent life exists 
on other planets? We’ll get into that as well…



UFOs visiting Earth from other planets is a
relatively recent phenomenon 
• Ancient peoples conceptualized sky entities as gods, spirits, or 

celestial beings rather than technological extraterrestrials
• Early Speculation on Extraterrestrial Life

• Ancient Greece (5th Century BCE): Greek atomist philosophers like Democritus and 
Leucippus proposed the "plurality of worlds," arguing that an infinite universe meant an infinite 
number of other worlds.

• 2nd Century CE: The Syrian satirist Lucian of Samosata wrote True History, a fictional story 
featuring a war between the inhabitants of the Moon and the Sun. This was satire and 
mythology, not a belief in actual physical visitation.

• The Shift to Modern UFOs and Alien Visitors
• The 20th Century: Historians note that while humans have speculated about life on other 

worlds for millennia, the specific belief that aliens are flying to Earth in physical craft ("flying 
saucers" and modern UFOs) is a product of mid-20th-century pop culture.

• June 1947: The first widely publicized modern UFO sighting occurred when amateur pilot 
Kenneth Arnold reported seeing nine fast-moving crescent-shaped objects near Mount 
Rainier, Washington, leading to the coining of the term "flying saucer".

• July 1947: The Roswell incident in New Mexico accelerated the cultural belief that the 
government was recovering crashed extraterrestrial spacecraft.

https://thereader.mitpress.mit.edu/history-speculation-about-aliens/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leucippus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucian
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskHistory/comments/639c11/whats_the_earliest_recorded_instance_of_interest/
https://www.history.com/articles/history-of-ufos-sightings-timeline-abductions
https://www.facebook.com/newshour/posts/the-idea-of-aliens-actually-goes-back-to-ancient-timesbut-it-wasnt-really-until-/10159810101573675/?locale=ms_MY


Who’s who – in order of appearance

• Jonathan Caplan
• David Grusch
• George Knapp (and Bob Lazar)

• Gary Nolan
• Alexander Wendt
• Kyle Hill



Goal

• I won’t change anyone’s mind about Aliens or UFOs
• I will share my ‘limited research’ 

• I didn’t read these:
• Non-Fiction & Ufology Research - 3,000 to 5,000 unique non-fiction 

titles 
• Commercial Non-Fiction & General Publishing  - 20,000 to 30,000 titles
• Science Fiction & Pop Culture - 100,000+ fiction novels



How about film and photography?

Media Type Estimated Quantity (Topic-Specific)

Commercial Feature Films ~12,000 – 18,000

Documentaries & Docuseries ~2,500 – 4,000

Short Films & Official Military Clips ~15,000 – 25,000

User-Generated Videos 
(YouTube/TikTok)

~65 Million – 120 Million

Documented Sightings Photos & 
Online Images

~5 Million – 10 Million

Nope – Only watched/saw a few of these



Key themes since the 50s

Period Key Theme / Focus Notable Examples

1950s–1960s
Early Flying Saucers & 
Contactees

Flying Saucers Have Landed (Desmond 
Leslie & George Adamski)

1970s–1980s
Ancient Astronauts & 
Abductions

Chariots of the Gods? (Erich von 
Däniken), Communion (Whitley Strieber)

1990s–2000s
Roswell & Government 
Cover-Ups

The Day After Roswell (Philip J. Corso), 
UFOs and the National Security State 
(Richard Dolan)

2010s–Present
Pentagon Disclosures & 
UAP Science

UFOs: Generals, Pilots, and Government 
Officials Go on the Record (Leslie Kean), 
Imminent (Luis Elizondo), Interstellar 
(Avi Loeb – the book, not the movie)

Ditto – I’m a UFO newbie



Who is Jonathan Caplan?

Jonathan Caplan KC is a prominent UK King's 
Counsel and senior barrister at 5 Paper Buildings 
who specializes in criminal fraud, regulatory 
issues, and media law.

He has spent five decades evaluating information 
from high-level contacts and served on the 
editorial board of an international UFO journal.

https://www.5pb.co.uk/barristers/jonathan-caplan-kc


Jonathan Caplan tells Sky News: ‘UFOs are 
an open secret in Washington’

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAzXqsQdH94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAzXqsQdH94


Who is David Grusch?

David Grusch is a former United States Air Force (USAF) officer and 
intelligence official who has claimed that the U.S. federal 
government, in collaboration with private aerospace companies, has 
highly secretive special access programs involved in the recovery 
and reverse engineering of "non-human" spacecraft and their dead 
pilots, and that people have been threatened and killed in order to 
conceal these programs. 

Grusch further claims to have viewed documents reporting a 
spacecraft of alien origin had been recovered by Benito Mussolini's 
government in 1933 and procured by the U.S. in 1944 or 1945 with the 
assistance of the Vatican and the Five Eyes* alliance.

*Five Eyes (FVEY) is 
an alliance comprising 
Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the United 
States. These countries 
are party to the 
multilateral UKUSA 
Agreement, a treaty for 
joint cooperation 
in signals intelligence.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._federal_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._federal_government
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerospace_manufacturer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_access_program
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reverse_engineering
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benito_Mussolini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vatican_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_Eyes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UKUSA_Agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UKUSA_Agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Signals_intelligence


David Grusch Opening Statement at Unidentified 
Anomalous Phenomena (UAP) Hearing

?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcrCMLVk614
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcrCMLVk614


Who is George Knapp?

George T. Knapp is an American journalist, news anchor and talk radio host. 
Much of his work has focused on the paranormal, particularly UFOs. Knapp is 
noted for bringing to prominence UFO conspiracy theorist Bob Lazar* in 
1989.

Bob Lazar is an American businessman who became 
famous in 1989 for claiming he worked on alien spacecraft 
for the United States government.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Lazar


Knapp on TikTok Lazar in 1991

https://www.reddit.com/r/aliens/comments/1e8hc2l/bob_lazar_video_tape_1991/


Who is Gary Nolan?



B A S E D  O N  T H E  M Y I X  B R E A K D O W N  P O D C A S T

Gary Nolan:
Data, Evidence,
and the Unknown
A Stanford scientist on UAPs, brain injuries, anomalous materials, and the discipline of not knowing

Based on provided podcast transcript



The Core Principle
Data is not proof — but anomalies are not nothing

"There's truckloads of evidence, but evidence is not proof nor a conclusion. 

Evidence is data where you put a hypothesis on top of that data."

The Problem

People split into camps: true believers who treat stories as 

proof, and dismissers who refuse to look at the data at all.

Nolan's Approach

Come in with a completely open mind. Collect the data. Build 

instruments. Let the method decide — not the conclusion.



The SOL Foundation
A perimeter for rational inquiry into UAPs

Nolan co-founded the SOL Foundation to create a space where scientists and serious laypeople could discuss UAPs 

without the circus atmosphere of typical UFO conferences. Co-founded with anthropologist Peter Skafish and David 

Grusch.

The Problem It Solves

UFO conferences "look like circuses." Scientists need a place 

to discuss ideas rationally — without ridicule or belief.

The Standard

"It's just the data. I'm not coming to a conclusion." The retort 

to critics: "You're dogmatic — if you did that in science, you'd 

be excommunicated."

Peter Skafish 

https://thesolfoundation.org/
https://thesolfoundation.org/people/peter-skafish/


The Atacama Skeleton
An "alien" body that turned out to be human — and the 
scientific method in action



The "Alien" Body
An 8-inch skeleton with big eyes and a triangular head

Nolan discovered the case on the internet and went down the rabbit hole. The corpse was about 8 inches across, 

with big eyes and a slightly triangular head. It looked like it could be an alien.

First Instinct

Go to the head of the neonatal care unit at Stanford. Ask: 

have you ever seen babies that look like this? He hadn't — 

but knew who would.

The Right Expert

The world's expert in pediatric bone disorders. "I don't 

recognize the syndromes that might have generated this." 

But he needed X-rays and DNA.



Bring In the Experts
Crossing disciplines without assuming you know everything

Nolan needed a small piece of bone with marrow — the most likely place protected from contamination. He also 

recruited a team of 14 people from around Stanford and partnered with Roche Diagnostics for bioinformatics 

support.

X-Ray Analysis

The bone disorder expert requested 

specific angles to compare against known 

syndromes.

DNA Extraction

Bone marrow sampled. Initial unknown 

DNA regions turned out to be degradation 

artifacts.

Full Contig

Roche assembled the complete DNA 

sequence. The result was unambiguous: it 

was human.



The Conclusion
Human, pre-term, Chilean heritage

The statistics said it was a girl, probably a pre-term birth. The world's expert in South American human genetics 

showed the allele frequencies pointed to the Chilean area of South America. It was clearly human.

The Emotional Turn

"I started to get a little queasy. I realized I was 

working with the body of somebody who had died — 

and yet there were people who still wanted it to be an 

alien."

The Proper Rest

Nolan has said the Atacama specimen, currently owned by 

someone in Barcelona, should be returned to Chile for 

proper burial.

https://www.nature.com/scitable/definition/allele-frequency-298/


What the Media Did With It
"Stanford professor sequences alien baby"

The paper went through peer review with all the necessary experts. The day after publication, headlines worldwide 

proclaimed: "Stanford Professor Sequences Alien Baby." Completely not what the study found.

The Clickbait Problem

Reporters called and said "you've debunked this." Nolan 

corrected them: "I didn't debunk anything. I am not a 

debunker. I am a scientist."

The Mindset

"I would have loved for it to be an alien. But it wasn't. The 

scientist's mindset is to come in with a completely open 

mind — not trying to prove or disprove."



Panspermia and Alien Biology
Why would an alien have DNA like ours?

Nolan considers panspermia — primitive organisms traveling between solar systems — the most likely explanation 

for life on Earth. "Every piece of metal on your desk came from the heart of an exploded star."

The Bipedal Assumption

Aliens depicted as "a human body with an alien head" feels 

wrong. We only have one carbon-based example. Life might 

not even be carbon-based.

Other Intelligences

The octopus is highly intelligent but radically different. 

Parrots and crows solve problems. What differentiates us is 

society and passing wisdom across generations.



Materials and the Standard of Proof

Isotope ratios, mass spectrometry, and the difference between evidence and proof



Evidence vs. Proof vs. Conclusion
The intellectual anchor of Nolan's approach

"When you say there's no evidence — there's bucketloads, there's truckloads of 

evidence. But evidence is not proof. Evidence is data where you put a hypothesis on 

top of that data."

Data

Raw observations — measurements, 

scans, testimonies. Neutral until 

interpreted.

Evidence

Data with a hypothesis layered on top. 

"The underlying data could be explained by 

this hypothesis."

Proof

A conclusion that survives all challenges. 

Rare. Most science stops at evidence, not 

proof.



Why Materials Matter
Something you can hand to another scientist

"The standard of evidence for a scientist is something I can hand to them and they can reproduce themselves. It's 

not a story." Nolan wants material put together at a level of complexity that looks like technology — atomic 

arrangements we don't know how to make.

Three Cases

Nolan has analyzed material from the Ubatuba event (Brazil), 

Council Bluffs (Iowa) and a claimed Roswell layered piece.

The Standard

"I want to see something put together that looks like 

technology, even if it no longer functions — atomic 

arrangements that we don't know how to make right 

now."



The Ubatuba Puzzle
Magnesium, silicon, and isotope ratios that don't match

A fisherman reportedly saw a glowing object drop or explode near 

a Brazilian beach. Pieces were collected and sent to a reporter. 

Early analysis claimed nearly pure magnesium. Nolan's team used a 

magnetic sector mass spectrometer.

The Surprise

Some pieces had perfect magnesium ratios. Others were way 

off — tested in the same instrument, at the same time, right 

next to each other. Years later, atom probe tomography 

revealed it was silicon, not magnesium.

The Isotope Shift

The silicon isotope ratios were wrong — less Si-28, more Si-

29 and Si-30. As if all isotopes had been shifted up. The same 

pattern appeared in the magnesium ratios.



Nolan and Vallée: Material Analysis
Council Bluffs, 1977 — half a ton of molten steel from the sky

In 1977, at least three groups in Council Bluffs, Iowa, saw a 

large, bright object. Something dropped from it. Eleven 

witnesses in three locations. Police arrived to find a mass of 

red, molten metal on the ground. Jacques Vallée obtained a 

piece and the original Polaroids.

What Was Ruled Out

Satellite debris (not molten on impact). Meteor (leaves a 

hole, not pools of metal). No nearby foundry, no railway cars, 

no tire tracks. NASA and the Air Force gave up.

What Was Found

The material was incompletely mixed — strange for any 

industrial process. "The objects are manufactured in some 

manner. Part of some industrial process that had engineered 

them."

https://www.thehistoricalsociety.org/h/ufo.html


Roswell & Bismuth-Magnesium Layering
Interesting — but not a smoking gun

A claimed Roswell piece showed layered bismuth between 

magnesium layers. The object had been exposed to high heat or 

pressure. Sean Kirkpatrick claimed it was from a missile casing. 

Nolan's response: "Nobody makes missile casings like this."

The Layering

Bismuth layered between magnesium in a manner that was 

clearly the result of high heat or pressure. The technique is 

unusual — not how missile casings are manufactured.

Not the Smoking Gun

"If you're looking for a smoking gun, this is not it." None of 

the analyzed materials prove extraterrestrial origin. They are 

anomalous data that deserves further study.



Experience as Data, Not Proof

Childhood sightings, pattern matching, and why stories still matter



The Paper Route Sighting
A silent object over the trees

As a paper boy in Connecticut, Nolan was walking through the woods on his large route when an object went 

silently over his head at the level of the trees. He saw only lights and a vague outline — estimated at 30-40 feet 

across.

Not Proof — But Memory

"Not proof of anything, but enough of a memory that 

when I listen to other people tell even more detailed 

stories, I don't immediately think they're crazy."

Why Stories Matter

"I just like collecting the stories because the stories and the 

anecdotes, when they all start to match up, are like: okay, 

well, why are they matching? What is this telling us?"



Zimbabwe & Jungian Archetypes
When 60 children tell the same story

In 1994, 60 schoolchildren in Zimbabwe reported the same simultaneous sighting. "Can you get 60 children to all tell 

the same simultaneous lie? No." The reports matched without opportunity to coordinate.

The Jungian Alternative

Nolan considers that these experiences could be archetypes 

from a Jungian collective unconscious — a shared mental 

framework where common images appear in dream states. 

Not a hive mind, but a genetic substrate.

The Open Mind

Nolan doesn't claim to know what these experiences are. He 

doesn't feel "chosen." He simply keeps an open mind — and 

collects the stories because the patterns demand 

explanation.



Who is Alexander Wendt?



T E D x C O L U M B U S   |   A L E X A N D E R  W E N D T

Wanted: A Science
of UFOs
The case for breaking the taboo and studying the unexplained

Based on provided TEDx talk transcript



The Core Question
What is the real scandal?

"The scandal is not that UFOs may be strange. It is that no one in 

authority is trying to find out."

The Taboo

Scientists, government, and media treat UFOs as beneath 

serious attention. Studying them is considered career-

ending.

The Opportunity

Modern camera technology is cheap and sophisticated. A 

science of UFOs is not only possible — it is overdue.



Three Forbidden Propositions
What the taboo prevents you from saying

1 UFOs Are Real

It is forbidden to admit in public that 

UFOs exist — that they are real 

phenomena, not hallucinations or 

hoaxes.

2 Some Might Be ET

It is forbidden to suggest that some of 

those UFOs might be extraterrestrial in 

origin.

3 Science Should 
Study Them

It is forbidden to propose doing actual 

science on UFOs to find out one way 

or the other.



Defining the Phenomenon

UFO does not mean alien — and the distinction matters



UFO Does Not Mean Alien
The most common misconception about the term

Most of us, when we hear "UFO," automatically associate it with ETs — little green men (though they're probably 

gray) who pilot flying saucers. That equation of UFO and ET is fundamentally mistaken.

What UFO Actually Means

An unexplained aerial phenomenon. Nothing more. The "U" 

means we don't know what it is — not that we do.

Why the Confusion Matters

Conflating UFO with ET prevents scientific inquiry. If the 

question is "do you believe in aliens?" the answer is 

irrelevant. The real question is: what are these phenomena?



Temporary UFOs
The majority of cases — explainable with more study

The larger group of UFO reports: cases where, with a bit more study or probing, we could probably figure out the 

likely explanation. These are uninteresting UFOs — let's call them temporary UFOs.

Military Aircraft

Stealth fighters, drones, classified 

platforms unknown to the observer at the 

time.

Satellites

The growing number of satellites and 

space debris visible in the night sky.

Natural Phenomena

Weather anomalies, optical effects, 

astronomical objects misidentified.



Genuine UFOs
The 5-20% without conventional explanation

The kind of UFOs Wendt is interested in: cases that don't have an obvious conventional explanation. These are the 

focus of the talk — and the focus of a potential science of UFOs.

5-20%
of reported cases classified as "genuine" — 

no conventional explanation available

80-95%
likely explainable as aircraft, drones, 

satellites, or natural phenomena

100%
deserving of systematic scientific 

investigation rather than dismissal



Why Definition Matters
Separating existence from explanation

The Wrong Question

"Do you believe in aliens?"

This frames UFOs as a matter of belief. It forces a binary: 

either you accept aliens are here, or you dismiss everything. 

Neither response is scientific.

The Right Question

"What are these cases?"

This treats UFOs as phenomena to be investigated. It doesn't 

presume an answer. It acknowledges that something real is 

being observed and asks what it might be — using data, not 

dogma.



The Scientific Question
Not belief — inquiry

"If it were found that some UFOs were extraterrestrials, it would be one of the most 

important events in human history. And yet scientists give us only silence or ridicule."

— Alexander Wendt

Acknowledge

Admit that genuine UFOs are real 

phenomena, as the Navy has now done.

Investigate

Apply scientific methods: observation, 

measurement, hypothesis, testing.

Share

Publish findings openly so the broader 

community can evaluate them.



The Navy Enters the Argument

Pilot reports, safety hazards, and a historic policy change



Pilot Reports Since WWII
Decades of trained observers reporting the unexplained

Civilian and military pilots have been reporting UFOs since World War II. Some reported to commanding officers; 

many did not, fearing ridicule and professional consequences.

The Silence Problem

Many pilots never reported what they saw. The taboo 

extended into the cockpit — even trained observers were 

afraid to speak.

The Shift

In recent years, fighter pilots have become more vocal — 

framing UFOs not as science fiction but as safety hazards to 

their operations in the sky.



Safety Hazards in the Sky
Why pilots pushed for change

Airspace Penetrations

UFOs routinely penetrate prohibited military airspace. These 

are secure zones where unauthorized objects should not be 

— and yet they appear repeatedly, without explanation.

Close Encounters

UFOs sometimes fly dangerously close to pilots themselves 

— literally 50 feet away. At those distances, an unidentified 

object is not a curiosity. It is a direct threat to pilot safety and 

mission integrity.



The Navy Policy Shift
From ignoring reports to requiring them

Pressure from pilots led the U.S. Navy to an official policy change. In the past, they would always ignore their pilots' 

reports. Now they are developing a procedure to require pilots to report UFO sightings.

Before

Pilots' UFO reports were ignored. No formal process existed. 

Speaking up risked ridicule and career damage.

After

The Navy now requires pilots to report sightings. The policy 

change was covered by the New York Times — a major story.



The Released Videos
The Navy put evidence on the record

In justifying the policy change, the Navy released two short video clips of UFOs taken by fighter pilots. They 

probably had dozens or hundreds of clips — these are the two they chose to make public.

Multiple Objects

In the first video, the pilot says "there's a 

fleet of them out there." Not just one 

object — a whole fleet.

Movement Against Wind

The objects were observed moving against 

the wind, ruling out simple balloon or 

debris explanations.

Rotating Object

One object was observed rotating — 

exhibiting behavior not consistent with 

conventional aircraft.





What "Unidentified" Means
The Navy's classification carries weight

The Navy has officially classified these videos as "unidentified." That means they've done homework and ruled out 

all standard conventional explanations. They are in effect saying: there is something on that video, it is real, it is not 

a hoax or an illusion — but they don't know what it is.

What It Establishes

To Wendt's mind, the Navy has established that genuine 

UFOs are real. The phenomenon is acknowledged by a 

credible military authority.

What It Does Not Establish

It does not establish that these objects are extraterrestrial. 

The Navy said nothing about ETs. That is a totally separate 

question.



Are They ETs? A Separate Question
The Navy was silent on extraterrestrials

Whatever you or I may think is in those videos, the Navy has officially classified them as unidentified. They said 

nothing about ETs — pro or con. Nobody has a clue whether extraterrestrials are involved.

What We Know

• Genuine UFOs are real phenomena

• The Navy has acknowledged them

• Conventional explanations have been ruled out

What We Don't Know

• What the objects are

• Where they come from

• Whether any are extraterrestrial



Who is Kyle Hill?

• Kyle Hill is a science writer who specializes in 
finding the secret science in your favorite fandom. 
He writes for the Scientific American Blog Network 
at his blog, But Not Simpler. Hill also contributes 
to Slate, Wired, Nature Education, Popular 
Science, and io9. He manages Nature 
Education‘s Student Voices blog, is a contributor 
to Al Jazeera America’s science show TechKnow, 
and you can follow him on Twitter 
under @Sci_Phile.

http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/but-not-simpler/
http://www.nature.com/scitable/blog/student-voices
http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/techknow.html
https://twitter.com/Sci_Phile


B A S E D  O N  K Y L E  H I L L   |   T H E  F A C I L I T Y

New UFO "Evidence"
vs. SCIENCE
Separating extraordinary claims from extraordinary evidence

Based on provided video transcript



The Core Distinction
Two claims that sound similar but aren't

"Alien life may exist. But has that life visited Earth? The chances of that 

are pretty much zero."

Life Elsewhere

The math favors it: billions of stars, billions of galaxies, most 

stars have planets. Life elsewhere is plausible.

Visitation Here

A completely different claim — and one that current 

UFO/UAP evidence does not support. Plausibility is not 

proof.



Life Elsewhere vs. Visitors Here

Why the math favors life — but not visitation



The Math Now Favors Life
What we knew then vs. what we know now

Decades Ago

We knew there were billions of stars in our galaxy, but not 

how many had planets. The question of life beyond Earth 

was more open.

Today

We know most stars have planets. In addition to billions of 

stars in the Milky Way, there are billions of galaxies. Even if 

the chances of life were worse than any lottery, that still 

means billions of planets with life.



Two Different Questions
Conflating them leads to bad reasoning

Question One

"Does alien life exist?"

The math says: probably yes. Given the scale of the universe, 

life arising elsewhere is more likely than not. This is a 

question of probability and astronomy.

Question Two

"Has it visited Earth?"

A completely different claim. This requires not just that life 

exists, but that it traveled here, is here now, and is being 

observed. The evidence for this is the subject of this talk.



Why Visitation Is the Harder Claim
Plausibility is not proof of presence

Saying "life probably exists somewhere" does not get you to "aliens are flying in our skies." The gap 

between those two claims is enormous — and crossing it requires evidence, not just probability.

Distance

The universe is vast. Interstellar travel 

requires energy and technology we cannot 

verify any civilization possesses.

Motivation

Even if a civilization could travel here, we 

have no evidence of why they would — or 

that they have.

Detection

If they are here, we should be able to 

detect them with instruments. So far, no 

instrument has confirmed it.



A Skeptical Starting Point
Interesting claims are not convincing evidence

Hill argues that public perception has shifted to widespread acceptance of UFO claims. But is that because 

the actual evidence has gotten better? In a word: no.

What Changed

Public sentiment, media coverage, Congressional attention, 

and the cultural status of UFOs as entertainment.

What Didn't

The quality of evidence. No physical artifacts. No 

spectroscopic analysis. No documents. No instrument data. 

Just testimony and ambiguous video.



The New UFO Evidence Wave

Hearings, videos, and the people driving the story



Why the Moment Feels Different
UFOs have gone mainstream

Aliens, UFOs, and UAPs are now in the news more than ever. They are the subject of high-profile Congressional 

hearings, entire online communities, and the millennial language of memes.

Congress

High-profile hearings with sworn testimony 

from former officials, covered live by major 

news networks.

Online Culture

Entire subreddits and social media 

ecosystems dedicated to UFO discussion, 

theory, and speculation.

Mainstream Acceptance

Hill notes surprise at how widespread the 

acceptance has been — memes about 

government aliens treated as normal.



Three Forces Behind the Surge
Why the UFO narrative exploded when it did

1 Desire to Believe

A large segment of the population has 

always wanted to believe in alien 

visitation. That contingent never went 

away — it was waiting for fuel.

2 Military Videos

In 2020, the military begrudgingly 

released videos that are admittedly 

interesting if not convincing. This gave 

believers their best evidence yet.

3 Congress

The July 2023 hearing brought the 

topic into the formal political arena, 

lending it a gravity it had never had 

before.



The 2020 Military Videos
Interesting — but not decisive

In 2020, the military released videos that Hill describes as "admittedly interesting if not convincing." They showed 

something — but what they showed was far from clear.

What They Showed

Objects moving in ways that seemed unusual to the pilots 

filming them. Grainy, infrared footage from military aircraft 

targeting systems.

What They Didn't Show

Anything that definitively ruled out conventional 

explanations. No close-up imagery. No data beyond the 

targeting system's own display.



The Grusch Hearing
July 2023: dramatic claims, zero physical evidence

David Grusch, a former U.S. intelligence official, testified before Congress. He affirmed everything ever said about 

alien visitation and revealed new stories of secret technologies, non-human bodies, and government coverups.

Crash Retrievals

Claimed knowledge of a multi-decade UAP 

crash retrieval and reverse engineering 

program — one he was denied access to.

Non-Human Bodies

Referenced stories of non-human 

biological remains — what Hill calls "non-

human craniums."

Coverups

Alleged that the government has been 

actively suppressing this information for 

decades.



The Grusch Problem
Secondhand claims with no physical evidence

Everything Grusch claimed — from coverups to crafts to non-human remains — was secondhand. He didn't see 

anything himself. He presented no physical evidence at his hearing.

The Italian Crash Hoax

Grusch cited an Italian crash recovery from the 1930s. As 

Brian Dunning noted, this is directly traceable to a hoax sent 

to newspapers in the late 1990s.

The Missing Evidence

No artifact. No document. No photograph. No spectroscopic 

analysis. No piece of craft. Nothing that could be 

independently verified.





The Loeb Effect
A credentialed scientist adds legitimacy

Avi Loeb, a well-known astrophysicist, was everywhere 

making alien-related appearances. His involvement added 

scientific weight to Grusch's general claims — even though 

the two were making very different kinds of arguments.

The Oumuamua Connection

Loeb flirts with the idea that the interstellar object 

Oumuamua is an alien spacecraft. This tangentially 

legitimizes Grusch and others' claims.

The Halo Effect

When a respected scientist entertains unscientific ideas, it 

makes those ideas seem more credible to the public — 

regardless of the evidence quality.





Authority Is Not Proof
Credentials make a claim worth checking — not worth believing

Being a U.S. Air Force officer and former intelligence official does make Grusch more qualified than most. But 

decades of psychological studies show that anecdotes and eyewitness testimony — even from experts — is the 

lowest form of evidence there is.

The Scientific Standard

Think like a scientist: it does not matter who says something. 

It has to be tested and verified like everything else.

The Democratization of Discovery

This is the beauty of science: anyone can test a claim. You 

don't need security clearance — you need evidence. Hill says 

he'd say the same if it were Carl Sagan testifying.



The Physics Rule of Thumb
Hill's maxim for extraordinary video claims

"If anyone ever says that they saw something break the laws of physics 

— no they did not. They are mistaken."

— Kyle Hill

This doesn't mean physics is complete or that new discoveries are impossible. It means that a grainy video is not the tool 

that's going to overturn our best-tested physical theories. Extraordinary claims about physics require extraordinary evidence 

— not ambiguous footage.



And a quiz



Neighbor Extraterrestrial Assessment Checklist (NEAC) 
Field Identification Guide for Earth-Based Observations

Use this checklist to identify high-probability indicators that a suburban or urban neighbor is an 
operational non-terrestrial entity operating under human camouflage.
[ ] 1. Perfect, Uncanny Bipedal Gait & Posture
[ ] 2. Extreme Consumption or Extreme Avoidance of Specific Trace Chemicals
[ ] 3. Inexplicable Localized Electromagnetic & RF Interference
[ ] 4. Nocturnal Operational Patterns & Zero Circadian Sleep
[ ] 5. Inappropriate Physical Reaction to Earth Climate Extremes
[ ] 6. Severe Hyper-Literalism & Linguistic Cadence Glitches
[ ] 7. Biometric Anomalies Captured on Thermal/Infrared Sensors
[ ] 8. Total Domestic Absence of Biological Waste & Food Refuse
[ ] 9. Unnatural Domestic Animal & Wildlife Reactions
[ ] 10. Possession of Non-Standard Household Utensils & Materials

5 or more checked boxes indicate your neighbor is likely an alien from outer space – be very concerned!



Neil deGrasse Tyson gets the final word

https://www.biography.com/scientists/neil-degrasse-tyson?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=mgu_ga_bio_md_pmx_prog_mix_us_23722150261&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23712275001&gbraid=0AAAAApTwOX2mYC572gW049_oczilw9-tE&gclid=CjwKCAjwn67VBhBnEiwAXUIN1WKD5W02cy1ckwpTfPP4b_6ZWDL8vEg__MfvVF2_tOjPwyJ4M-2YWhoCyBQQAvD_BwE
https://www.biography.com/scientists/neil-degrasse-tyson?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=mgu_ga_bio_md_pmx_prog_mix_us_23722150261&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23712275001&gbraid=0AAAAApTwOX2mYC572gW049_oczilw9-tE&gclid=CjwKCAjwn67VBhBnEiwAXUIN1WKD5W02cy1ckwpTfPP4b_6ZWDL8vEg__MfvVF2_tOjPwyJ4M-2YWhoCyBQQAvD_BwE
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